By JACK HEALY

Hard times are causing more
nomeowners to fall behind on
their property taxes. But in thou-
sands of cases, they are not re-
sponsible to their local govern-
ments, but to private companies
that charge double-digit interest
and thousands of dollars in serv-
ice fees.
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Homeowners on Shaky Footing
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the Toledo home where he spent

his teenage years and where he
value of the taxes. The investors cared for his mother before she
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good times and bad, lousy neigh-
bors and good neighbors. What
I'm going to do, I have no idea.”

their lenders. But Mr. Liggett,, Plymouth Park said that it

‘'whose group represents tax-lien
investors, said they generated
about $10 billion every year.

In 2006, Lucas County began
selling off its overdue tax certif-
icates to a New Jersey company
named Plymouth Park Tax Serv-
ices, a subsidiary of JPMorgan
Chase. It also operates under the
name Xspand.

charged fees related to its legal
costs only, and did not charge
homeowners for its own adminis-
trative costs.

The county treasurer who ar-
ranged the tax sales, Wade Kaps-
zukiewicz, said they were aimed
at “out-of-town land speculators”
and the most chronic tax delin-
quents, and were intended to
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* tyis far more expensive.than the short-term benefits,” Anita Lopez, an auditor in Ohio, said.
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avoid the elderly and disabled.

“What is the alternative?” he
said. “The alternative is to let
people not pay taxes and do noth-
ing about it.”

But housing advocates in Lu®

cas County said homeowners
were overwhelmed by the fees
and interest rates. Debts of
$3,300 grew to $8,800. And while
Plymouth Park offered a pay-

ment plan, lawyers said that
many homeowners did not have
enough money to make upfront
payments of a $1,000 or more.

. Danyell Copeland, 36, is in
court over a tax bill of less than
$2,000, her lawyer said. Ms. Cope-
land, who works as a cook at the
University of Toledo, said she had
been fallen behind on her bills af-
ter her hours and overtime were

cut.

She chose to not pay her taxes
so she could make her mortgage
payments, she said. Now she
worries about losing the two-bed:
room house where she grows to
matoes and peppers in the gar
den, and where her niece anc
nephew spend the summer.

“This is not just a house,” she
said. “This is a home.”



